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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Apr. 4

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:09 p.m. at the
Department of Commerce. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Secretary Brown’s widow, Alma Brown,

and his son, Michael Brown. The related procla-
mation of April 4 is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Message on the Observance of Passover, 1996
April 3, 1996

Warm greetings to all who are celebrating
Passover.

This festival chronicles God’s deliverance of
the Israelites from their bondage in Egypt. With
faith and determination, these courageous peo-
ple sought liberation from slavery and a path
to freedom. Although their journey was long
and fraught with peril, the children of Israel
reached the Promised Land to rebuild their
communities in the sweet air of freedom.

More than three millenia later, Jews across
America and around the world gather during
Passover to commemorate this epic journey. The
holiday seder itself is rich with symbols—of the
suffering endured by the Israelites in Egypt,
the difficulties encountered during their exodus,

and their unquenchable hope for the future.
And throughout this ritual meal, unifying and
sanctifying it, prayers are recited in praise of
God and in gratitude for His intervention in
the struggle of the Israelites.

This year Passover has fresh meaning for us.
The seder’s bitter herbs and salt water remind
us of our sorrow at the death of Yitzhak Rabin
and the loss of so many innocents to the evil
of terrorism. But as this harsh winter ends, we
remember as well that God still lights our path
and that, with courage and hope, the best in
human nature will still prevail.

Hillary and I extend warm wishes for a mem-
orable Passover.

BILL CLINTON

Remarks Following a Memorial Service for Secretary of Commerce
Ronald H. Brown
April 4, 1996

Ladies and gentlemen, we just had a very
moving memorial service not only to grieve but
to celebrate the life of Secretary Brown and
the other employees of the National Govern-
ment, our military people, and the business
leaders who were on that mission. We thanked
God for their lives, we prayed for their families,
and we came together in our grief and rededica-
tion. And we pointed out that it was 28 years
ago on this day that Martin Luther King was
killed in Memphis, working for what he believed
in.

Today I spoke with the parents of one of
the young women who died who worked for
the Department of Commerce, who said they

had spent their careers as schoolteachers, raising
their daughter to believe that she could make
a difference and that she ought to try. And
they were very proud that she died doing what
she believed in, trying to aid the peace in Bos-
nia.

And so that is how we are trying to think
about this very difficult thing on this beautiful
spring day in Easter Week.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. outside
St. John’s Church, Lafayette Square.
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